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which have had so much to do with the successful
development of the schools of the Western States,
and without the commercial prosperity which has
come to the East. The rate of taxation levied for
schools in many Southern communities is now
among the highest in the United States.

During the past ten years, hundreds of public
high schools have been established, more than half
of which are rural. Some still follow the old cur-
riculum, but a new institution known as the "farm
life school" is now being developed. Many other
schools have such a department attached and usu-
ally give instruction in household economics as
well. The General Education Board estimates
that $20,000,000 has been spent for improved
buildings since the appointment of professors of
secondary education in Southern universities.
This, by the way, is one of the most useful contri-
butions of the Board. These men, chosen by the
institutions themselves as regular members of the
faculty but with their salaries paid by an appro-
priation from the Board, may give a course or two
in the university, but their chief duties are to co-
ordinate the work of the high schools and to serve
as educational missionaries. They go up and down
the States, exhorting, advising, and stimulating